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Newsletter of The Autism Society of Greater Madison
ASGM Board Mig.

“The Local Voice of Autism”’ May 12th and
July 14

President’s Message —Spring 2009

Family Support

Dear Members and Friends of ASGM, Group Meeting
May 19
April is Autism Awareness month, and I’m pleased to announce that ASGM has teamed up July 21

with Fox 47 and the Waisman Center, with funding from Walmart and Culvers, to raise

awareness in south central Wisconsin through public service announcements on Fox 47. Our ASGM Quarterly

Birthday Party

messages (starring Governor Jim Doyle and local families) promote early detection of May 2

Autism Spectrum Disorders and the passage of an autism insurance coverage bill. It’s August 1

gratifying that we are finding such broad support for our mission, and I hope everyone gets a

chance to see one or more of our spots. AUsome Social
Group Activities

April 21 we had our annual board meeting. [’'m always happy to meet both new and j\cgéi

longstanding members, as well as introduce new members of our board of directors. This

year, though, also brings two departures of note from our board. Nancy Alar has worn many hats over the years,
blazed trails for our families to follow, and lead or volunteered for nearly every activity under the sun. Glenis
Benson has supported people with autism spectrum disorders since the ‘70’s, providing professional counsel to our
board and a commitment to understanding our kiddos. While both will be greatly missed, they’ll still be active
members, with Nancy continuing to run the AUsome Social Group and Glenis leading our Movie Night workshop
on Oct. 20th. Be sure to pass along your thanks when you see them. We welcome the newly elected board of
directors: Kim Barovic, Jennifer Foster, Julie Heibel, Erin Koskovich and Karl Pierick. We are excited for the
energy and experience these new members will be bringing to the board.

Coming soon, the Autism Society of Wisconsin Conference will be at the Kalahari Resort in the Wisconsin Dells
May 7-9. It’s a great way to network with other parents and people on the spectrum, hear from speakers about a
wide variety of topics, and learn about services and providers in your local area. This year, we’re also fortunate to
have the national Autism Society of America Conference in St. Charles, [llinois July 22-25. This is the largest
autism conference in the nation and provides wonderful opportunities to gather information on early intervention
and treatment options, adolescent and adult issues, and much more. I hope you can make it to one or both of these
fantastic events.

ASGM has come a long way over the past year, and we’re focusing our attention on better serving individuals and
families affected by an autism spectrum disorder. There are times, though, when our reach is limited by a shortage
of available manpower. Volunteering is a fun and easy way to advance our cause while meeting and sharing time
with some really neat people! Please consider donating your time and/or dollars in ways that are meaningful to you.

Once again, thank you for your support, and be sure to let us know how we’re doing!

Eric Anderson, ASGM President

Community Support and Recognition

We would like to thank the following individuals and businesses for their support and donations:

Timothy & Tracy Hazeltine Jenine Rolfe Jacqueline Houtman
Paula Dowling Mary Lou Byers Theresa Helm
UPS Store—Fitchburg, WI Rebecca Kelly Linda Pophall

Fleet Feet of Madison Pump It Up “Inflatable Party Zone”  The Temperly Family
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The Autism Society of Greater
Madison (ASGM) has been
supporting families affected by
autism and the professionals who
assist them since 1969. This year
we are celebrating our 40th
year anniversary!

Our mission is fo promote lifelong
opportunities for persons on the
autism spectrum and their
families. We are dedicated to
helping individuals with autism to
be fully-included, participating
members of their communities
through information and referral,
public awareness, education and
support.

We serve South Central and
Southwestern Wisconsin including
Dane, Columbia, Sauk, Richland,
Crawford, Rock, Green, lowa, Lo-
fayette and Grant counties. Our
services include:

Information and referral: ASGM
provides free information packets
to parents, professionals, and
educators. To request a packet,
email: autismmadson@gmail.com

or call (608) 213-8519.

Family Support Group Meetings:
These meetings are open to indi-
viduals, parents, family members
and friends dealing in some way
with an Autism Spectrum Disor-
der. All of our meetings are free
and open to the public. Sorry,
there is no childcare provided
during our meetings. We hold
Support Group meetings on the
third Tuesday of every other
month (January, March, May,
July, September, November) and
workshops.

Free Workshops: on the third Tues-
day of alternate months (Feb.,
April, June, Aug., Oct.), we offer
free workshops that are open to
the public. We also offer Autism

About Us

101 classes for parents of newly
diagnosed children with an Au-
fism Spectrum Disorder.

Website: visit the ASGM Web site
at: www.autismmadison.org.
You'll find the most recent
newsletter, a calendar of events,
the local resource directory and
the AUsome Social Group web-
site.

Social Group: The AUsome Social
Group meets monthly for an
outing or social activity. The AU-
some group was organized o
provide recreation and social op-
portunities for young people ages
12 and above who are chal-
lenged by sensory/
communication disorders such as
Autism/Asperger’s/PDD/
Tourette’s. However, anyone is
welcome to join the activities. Ac-
tivities are set up so that they al-
low for social interaction between
group members and between
parents and siblings of the group.
Activities have included a video
game night, bowling, swimming,
and a juggling show.

Newsletters: The Specfrum is
published four times a year, offer-
ing information on meetings, local
events, education, and advo-
cacy issues. We welcome submis-
sions from our readers. Send to
autismmadison@gmail.com. The
AUsome Social Group Newsletter
is published six times a year and
sent to AUsome Members.

Local Resource Directory: Where
can you find an autism
consultant? Information on the
Children’s Long-Term Services
Waiver? Find everything you need
for your family member, friend or
client with autism in this directory
covering the greater Madison
area and is now available at
www.autismmadison.org.

THE SPECTRUM

Autism Society of
Greater Madison

“The local voice of autism”

Mailing address:

2935 S. Fish Hatchery Rd. #101,
Madison, WI 53711

Phone number:
(608) 213-8519
Website:
www.autismmadison.org
Email:
autismmadison@gmail.com

Board of Directors

President
Eric Anderson
eric.g.anderson@ampf.com

Past President

Molly Immendorf
molly.immendorf@sbcglobal.net

Directors:

Kim Barovic
butterball102@hotmail.com
Char Brandl
charbfc@yahoo.com

Julia Bresette
cullen@wisc.edu

Jennifer Foster

Jjennielena@gmail.com
Julie Heibel

Jheibel@aol.com

Bill Helm

(608) 493-4131

Erin Koskovich
erinkoskovich@hotmail.com
Karl Pierick
sudabba@aol.com

Jean Temperly
temperlyj@mail.fortschools.org

Email version of ASGM news-
letter and announcements
via email, send an email fo
autismmadison@gmail.com
and make a request.
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Awareness Campaign with Fox 47

ASGM is excited to announce our partnership with Fox 47 and the Waisman Center. Chris Lezotte from Fox 47
proposed an educational campaign to increase awareness of early detection and intervention of autism in
late October 2008. The hope is that parents will become more aware of what developmental signs to look
for. If they should suspect a delay, they are encouraged to reach out to their physicians for help. The com-
munity will also be directed to websites that will help them access information about autism and local re-
sources: www.fox47.com/inside/autism.

Our goal is to run a variety of public service announcements (PSAs) for a year on Fox 47 at various times dur-
ing the week to reach a diverse audience. Walmart is our first corporate sponsor to join our local Fox station
for the first three months of air time. Culvers has recently joined the campaign and will be airing PSA’s as well.

Much thanks is given to Chris Lezotte at Fox 47 who started the “ball rolling” on this project that has really
taken off. We have created our first two PSAs, including one with Governor Doyle. We have received a lot of
support and encouragement in this venture. A HUGE thank you to the following families for participating in
the filming of these PSAs: the Cauleys, the Kempfs, the Moldenhauers, the Morledges, the Wagners and the
Brauns.

NMSN-TV/DT MADISON

Peer Support in Schools Poet’s Corner...
Workshop “Paper Words”
Much thanks goes to Dr. Erik Carter who presented at by Judy Endow

the Annual Meeting on Tue., April 21, 2009.
9 P Paper words can be heard; so speak up ink and

Dr. Erik Carter, Assist. Prof., Dept. of Rehab. Psych. & say them!
Sp. Ed. presented his latest research, "Promoting So-

. ) . ) . Speaking words are burdensome; they get her lost
cial Relationships, Learning and Inclusion through

and tangled.
Peer Support Strategies.” The results of some research
about the important roles peers can play in support- So, pen and ink are her first choice to voice what
ing meaningful social and academic participation in she’s not saying.

inclusive classrooms and extracurricular activities

were thought provoking. When speaking words two people should take their

turns to say them.
Schools often rely on individually assigned parapro-
fessionals or special educators to support school par-
ficipation. Yet, these one-to-one support ap-

Start words now then stop and wait and listen
some; adds up to conversation.

prOOCheS often inOdVerTenﬂy hinder meOﬂinng| in- BUT, Sfcrﬂng words and 51‘0pp|ng Theml Thenl hear-
clusion. Dr. Carter will share research support for ing words and seeing faces is much too much to
peer support strategies as an alternative to individu- keep track of when having conversation.

ally assigned adult support and practical resources

forimplementing these interventions in school set- S0, paper words are much preferred. Speak up

ink; now say them!

fings.
Submit your poems to autismmadi-
Thank you, Dr. Carter, for sharing your results with us! son@gmail.com
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All-Star Saturday
Sensory Friendly Films

There is a new partnership between Star Cinema,
Imagine a Child’'s Capacity (ICC) and the Autism
Society of Greater Madison. Star Cinema and ICC
have been running these sensory friendly films for the
past three years. A movie experience designed o
be enjoyed by alll Featuring lower movie volume;
Higher theatre lights; "Break area" available; Ac-
cepting and Inviting atmosphere. Please enter
through the IMAX entrance on the EAST side of Star
Cinema.

Many thanks are due to Sharon Hammer at ICC and
Steve Carpenter from Star Cinema for providing our
community an opportunity to view films on the “big
screen” in an environment sensitive to families with
special needs.

The cost is $5 per person. These events are not fund-
raisers for ICC or ASGM. All proceeds go to Star Cin-
ema for the use of their facilities. ICC and ASGM
provide volunteers to check attendees at the IMAX
enfrance on the east side of Star Cinema. We also
provide a “quiet area” with a large crash pillow and
tent. Fidgets and other sensory objects have been
loaned out by ICC, however, an effort to ascertain a
supply of these items just for the use of this event is
being made.

These films are shown on the last Saturday of every
month, without faill Doors open atf 2:00am. And
the show starts at 9:30 am. Only twice has a film
been shown more than once due to popularity of
the film and/or the unavailability of a family-friendly
film rating for that particular month.

Come join us at Star Cinema (Madison/Fitchburg) @ 6091 McKee Rd -
PD for the next movie. If you would like to be put on the email list for
-. .-_ monthly updates, contact Krysia Braun at autismmadison@gmail.com.

Upcoming All-Star Saturday Movies!

THE SPECTRUM

Volunteer Opportunity Details!

ASGM is looking for one time and ongoing volun-
teers for events, activities, projects and committees!
Do you have a specific skill you'd like to use for
ASGM? There are a number of ways to get involved
with the Autism Society of Greater Madison. If there
is an area you are more interested in than others, let
us know.

ASGM Committees
Marketing (e.g. ASGM literature, brochure, website
& newsletter)
Finance (i.e. bookkeeping, fundraising, efc.)
Activities (i.e. April Autism Awareness Month, Quar-
terly Birthday Parties, A-Maze-ing Days, Annual pool
party, etc.)
Education (i.e. workshops, Day with the Experts, au-
fism awareness, etc.)

A-Maze-ing Days for Autism Committee
Needed are volunteers to work on the following as-
pects of the event: Food, Carnival Games, Raffle,
Publicity & Marketing and sponsorships.

All-Star Saturdays
Saturday, May 30, June 27, July 25 and Aug. 29 at
Star Cinema in Fitchburg from 9 - 11:30 am (We
need help taking money at the door, being avail-
able for families who may need sensory equipment
fo get over a tough time, directing people to the
theater, etc.)

Saturday, May 2 and August Tat Pump It Up for the
Quarterly Birthday Parties. Help is needed checking
in attendees, putting up the ASGM display and fa-
cilitating the pizza party at the end.

Thank you for considering volunteering! Your help is
greatly appreciated

To volunteer, please contact ASGM at:
autismmadison(@gmail.com
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E-mail Announcements: If you would like to be
added or removed from the ASGM E-mail list,

please let ASGM know. Contact us at autismmadi-
son@agmail.com. The listserv is not one that you can

post messages to.

ASGM Resource Directory: Some of you may have
noticed that the resource directory has been re-
vised and updated but will always be a “work in
progress” as programs come and go and recom-
mendations from members are made. We always
welcome recommendations, feedback, correc-
fions, updates, new additions, etc. for the following
counties:

NEW Transition Resource.: Just to let you know that
the finalized Transition booklets are now available
for download from the following Waisman Center
web page www.waisman.wisc.edu/wrc/pub.html.
The Resource document has also been updated
with a link to these documents on the shared-
work.org site- so you can get to it either way.

The Madison Partners website has just posted a link
to a nice tool for helping students learn to lead
their own IEP: http://
madisonpartnersforinclusion.ning.com/forum/
topics/selfdirected-ieps

Even if your child isn't ready or able to lead an IEP
meeting, the format/framework and questions in
this tool are really helpful in framing a meaningful
IEP and getting some input from students them-
selves. Students also can lead/participate in an
initial meeting, then the details of service delivery
can be ironed out in a subsequent meeting or

Resources

THE SPECTRUM
through email.

WI-FACETS is pleased to announce that their Youth
Information Training and Resource Center (YITRC)
has launched its new website at www.wifacets.org.
The website contains information relating to their
programs, project activities, and resources about
fransition fo adulthood, self-advocacy, youth lead-
ership development and disability awareness.

The mission of the YITRC Project is to be a commu-
nity resource that provides information, training and
resources to young adults with disabilities and their
families so they are empowered to lead self-
directed lives.

You are invited to access the YITRC website by visit-
ing www.wifacets.org and clicking on the Youth
Information Training and Resource Center link.

New ABA Course

Sept 27, 20086—Maximum Potential would like to
announce the release of its ABA Course.

This course developed by two PhD BCBA's was cre-
ated to empower parents to learn how to provide
therapy in any environment. Each of the 17 mod-
ules give the instructor the skills necessary to set up
an effective affordable home ABA program. This
course is for those who can't afford therapy, those
who do not live near a therapist and those who just
want to add hours. Visit MP on the web
www.maximumpotentialkids.com to view samples
and learn about additional products and services.
Maximum Potential will also be releasing its school

program into public and private school systems.
Email schools@maximumpotentialkids.com to ob-
tain more information.

@

)

Films shown on All-Star Saturdays:
© a weighted blanket

© hand fidget toys

Donations needed for All-Star Saturdays!
Do you have some items you are no longer using and would like to donate to a nonprofite
ASGM and ICC are in need of the following items for exclusive use at the Sensory Friendly

© items that calm
© head phones to block out sound

Contact Krysia Braun at autismmadison@gmail.com or call 213-8519 so that she can arrange
pick up of items and a letter acknowledging your donation and our exempt status.

THANK YOU!

®© sock tunnel
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ASW 2009 Annual Conference Keynote Speaker Highlights

May 7-9, 2009 at the Kalahari Resort & Convention Center
Registration materials can be found at www.asw4autism.org.

Contact Kelly Brodhagen at asw@asw4autism.org or call (920) 973-4080.

Pre-Conference Workshop —Thursday, May 7, 2009

8:30 AM - 4:30 PM Michelle G. Winner

"Organizing Strategies to Help Students Carry Out Homework Assignments to Prepare Them for the Real World: An
Interdisciplinary Treatment Approach”

Michelle Garcia Winner is an SLP who specializes in students with social cognitive deficits. She runs a clinic; au-
thored numerous books and speaks internationally. Michelle's goal is to help educators and parents appreciate
how social thinking and social skills is an integral part of students academic, vocational and community success.
She was honored with a "Congressional Special Recognition Award" in 2008.

FRIDAY, May 8

8:30 — 10:30 AM Keynote Speaker: SCOTT BELLINI, PhD

“The Delivery of Effective Social Skills Programming to Individuals on the Autism Spectrum: Notes and Observations
from the Classroom, Clinic, Laboratory...and Dinner Table”

Scoft Bellini, PhD is the Assistant Director of the Indiana Resource Center for Autism (IRCA) and an Assistant Profes-
sor of School Psychology at Indiana University, Bloomington. He is also the Director of the newly formed Social Skills
Research Center (SSRC), a university based center specializing in developing and empirically examining the out-
comes of social skill intferventions for youth with ASD. He is a licensed psychologist in the state of Indiana and an
endorsed Health Services Provider in Psychology.

He is currently conducting research on professional development outcomes for educators, anxiety disorders, and
social skill interventions, including video modeling for youth with ASD. He has published numerous research manu-
scripts and has provided consultation and training to families and professionals in over 25 states on the topic of
social skills programming for students with ASD. He is the author of the book, Building Social Relationships, which
was named the 2007 Literary Work of the Year by the Autism Society of America.

SATURDAY, May 9

8:30 — 10:30 AM Keynote Speaker: MORTON ANN GERNSBACHER, PhD

“Autism: Reducing the Stigma”

Stigma has been defined as "any quality or frait that marks its bearer as inferior.”

Once a group of people have been stigmatized, other persons construct ideologies to explain and magnify the
stigmatized persons’ inferiority. There can be littfle doubt that persons with the disability of autism have been stig-
matized. This presentation will explore how the stigma of autism arose and how the stigma can — and should - be
reduced. In particular, examples will be drawn from other disabilities, such as epilepsy, which have been success-
fully reduced in stigma, and concrete steps will be suggested that parents, professionals, and society members
can take to reduce the stigma of autism.

Morton Gernsbacher, PhD received her Ph.D. from the University of Texas at Austin in 1983, and was an assistant,
associate, and full professor at the University of Oregon, from 1983 to 1992, when she then joined the faculty af the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she is a Vilas Research Professor and the Sir Frederic C. Bartlett Professor of
Psychology. She is a fellow of the Society for Experimental Psychologists, the American Psychological Association
(Divisions 1, 3, and 6), the American Psychological Society, the American Educational Research Association, and
the American Association for the Advancement of Science. She has received a Research Career Development (K)
Award and a Senior Research Fellowship from the National Institutes of Health, a Fulbright Research Scholar Award,
a James McKeen Cattell Foundation Fellowship, and a Professional Opportunities for Women Award from the Na-
tional Science Foundation.
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AUsome Social Group Events

May 2— Biotechnology Outreach Lab at the UW
June 6— Dealtly Liama Farm in Mt. Horeb

July ? — Tour of the Master Gardeners gardens at

1 Fen Oak Court

August 15- Annual Pool Party @ Monona Community
Pool

September ? — Behind the scenes Vilas Zoo Tour
October 3—A-Maze-ing Days for Autism at the Treinen
Farm in Lodi, WI

November ?- Video Game & Pizza Night —6:00 pm—
8:30 pm at Midvale Community Lutheran Church
(4329 Tokay Blvd. - corner of Tokay Blvd. and Midvale
Blvd.)

December ? - TBD

Contact Nancy Alar at at ausome@hughes.net or call
(608) 222-4378 for details.

Board of Directors Meetings

When: 6:30-8:30 PM, May 12, July 14 and Sept. 8
and Nov. 8

Where: 2820 Walton Commons, Madison
Description: Board meetings are open to all
ASGM members.

Upcoming ASGM Events & Workshops
Last Saturday of every month—All-Star Saturday at Star
Cinema—Sensory Friendly Films—in partnership with
Imagine a Child’s Capacity and Star Cinema (showing
at 9:30 a.m.)

May 30—"Night at the Museum II" (PG)

June 27— "Up” (animated film PG)

July 25— "Ice Age: Dawn of the Dino

saurs” (PG)
May 2—Quarterly Birthday Party at Pump It Up
9:00-11:15 am at Pump It Up, 2911 Marketplace Dr. (in
Fitchburg, near Breakaway Soccer & Pinnacle Health
Club). RSVP to autismmadison@gmail.com with the
number of the kids and adults attending. Next parties
June 16—Free Workshop: TBD
August 1—Quarterly Birthday Party af Pump It Up
August 18—Free Workshop: “Please Teach Me to
Communicate! Expressive Communication Strategies
for Students with ASD" presented by Susan L. Stokes
October 3-4—A-Maze-ing Days for Autism at Treinen
Farm
October 20 —Free Workshop: Movie & Discussion Night
with Dr. Glenis Benson
November 7—Quarterly Birthday Party at Pump It Up
January 1, 2010—New Year's Day Dash

Local Autism Support Groups

ASGASGM Family Support Group

Meetings take place on the third Tuesday of every other
month (January, March, May, July, September, November) at
Midvale Lutheran Community Church, 4329 Tokay Blvd.
(corner of Midvale and Tokay). For info. visit
www.autismmadison.org/

ANGEL, Inc.

Please contact Jennifer Larson at Jenny Larson@excite.com
or visit www.angelautismnetwork.org/

Columbia County Support Group

Please contact Andrea C. Uherka, Columbia County Family
Resource Center Director, at (608)742-8482 ext. 19

Dane County Parent to Parent

For a reservation call the Epilepsy Foundation at

442-5555 or 800-657-4929.

FUNE Support Group

Familias Unidas con Ninos Especiales

Contact the Epilepsy Foundation at 442-5555, 800-657-4929
ML.A.G.I.C —Middleton Autism Group Improving Commu-
nity

Please contact Krysia Braun at thebraunfamily@tds.net or
call (608) 831-0306 for information.

Eastern Dane County Parent to Parent Support Group

Mom's Night Out!!

Please contact Communication Innovations at (608) 204-
6083.

2990 Cahill Main, Fitchburg W1 53711

Parent Support Group at Common Threads

Common Threads Family Resource Center, 5979 Siggelkow
Rd., McFarland. Call (608) 838-8999 for more information.
Parent Support Group Meetings— Wisconsin Family
Ties

Please contact Linda Kustka at 608-232-0277 or
linda@wifamilyties.org.

Special Needs Support Group

For free registration, please contact Jen Dittrich at jdit-
trich@provost.wisc.edu with the Office of Child Care and
Family Resources or 890-0436. Visit www.wisc.edu/occfr
for more information. *Child Care Provided!

Sun Prairie—Special Needs Parent Support

For more information contact Michelle Skindzelewski at
skind2@verizon.net or visit www.madison.com/
communities/sunprairie_specialneeds/

TACA Support Group

For more information contact Dayna Sable at
dsable@charter.net.

East Madison and Deerfield area support group. For more
information call Christine Pavelko at 608-839-8067 or e-mail
jcpav(@verizon.net.

Waunakee Special Needs Community Connection
Contact Julie Heibel at 849-6260 or E-mail:

jheibel@aol.com
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ASGM Chapter Membership Form: Join or Renew Today!

Use this form to join, renew your membership, make a donation, or notify us of an address change.
Mail this form and your check made out to our mailing address:

Autism Society of Greater Madison,
2935 S. Fish Hatchery Rd., #101
Madison, WI 53711

For information on membership, events, workshops and meetings visit www.autismmadison.org or call (608) 213-8519.

Date:

Name:

Street/City/State/ Zip:

Email: Phone:

[ I want ASGM Email newsletters and announcements. Please sign me up!

Categories (check all that apply): [T New [T Renewal [T Address Change

Membership type: r Individual r Family

Individual $12/year (includes membership for the AUsome Social Group and the local & state organizations)
Family $15/year (includes membership for the AUsome Social Group and the local & state organizations)
Tax Deductible Contribution $ Thank youl!

$5.00 to help defray the cost of the ASGM quartetly newsletter and the bimonthly AUsome Social Group Newsletter.

$ Total Enclosed
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